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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 16-22 and 48-51 as below. A list of the pending 
claims follows. 

PENDING CLAIMS 

1 -15\ (Cancelled) ' " " ; 




1 6. (Currently Amended): A stent assembly, comprising: 

a) \ an expandable tubular stent body which is fomied of a plurality of 
ring sections! which has at least one connecting support member extending 
between adjacent ring sections and which has at le ast on e a cover connecting 
member with [[ajl at least one penetrating element en formed integral with [[a]] at 
least one connecting support member; and 

b) a sten\ cover which is disposed over at least a portion of the tubular 
stent body, which is^secured to the tubular stent body by [[a]] the cover 
connecting member wltti [[a]] the penetrating element of the cover connector 
extending through the stent cover and extending over which ha s a n out e r 
surfaco, and an inn e r surraco odjacont a s urface of tho tubular body, and tho 
p e n e trating elomont of tho Wvor oonnector bolng pos i tionod adjac e nt th e an 
outer surface of the stent cover. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently Amended): ^\^he stent assembly of claim [[17]] 16 wherein 
the cover on the stent form s has a cyl i ndoF cvlindrical shape with a first longitudinally 
oriented edge abutting a second longitudinally oriented edge. 
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19^y (Currently Amended): The stent assembly of claim [[17]] 16 wherein 
the cover oti the stent form s has a cyi i ndoF cylindrical shape with a first longitudinally 
oriented edge>pveriapping a second longitudinally oriented edge. 

20. (Currently Amended): The stent assembly of claim [[17]] i6 wherein 
the cover connoctor connecting member has two penetration elements, a first 
penetration elemeniywhich extends through the cover at a first location on the cover 
adjacent to the first eflge, and a second penetrtion penetration element which extends 
through the cover at a second location on the cover adjacent to the second edge, 

21. (Cun-ently Amended): The stent assembly of claim 16 wherein the 
cover on the stent extends^ from the a first end of the stent to the a second end of the 
stent. 

22. (Previously amei\ded): The stent assembly of claim 16 wherein the 
cover is formed of biocompatible, non-thrombogenic material 

23 - 47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Cunrently Amended): \ The stent assembly of claim 16 wherein at 
least one ring section at and an end of the tubular stent body has undulations and at 
least one ring section connecting member extends between the at least one ring section 
having undulations and an adjacent rinasection. 

49. (Currently Amended): The stent assembly of claim [[48]] 16 wherein 
the stent cover Is secured to the body of the stent by the undulations of the second at 
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least one rmg section at an end of the tubular stent body ring section which extend over 
([a]] seeendan end portion of the stent cover, 

\ 50. (Currently Amended): The stent assembly of claim 16 wherein a 

plurality of ring connectors extend between [the first] adjacent ring BQction sections te 
an adjacont I ntonA^diat e ring sootlon . 

Claims 51 - 5^. {Cancelled) 
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